Electrophoretically pure glycophorin fractions we re obtained from extracted material by preparative electrophoresis in polyacrylamide gel. The procedure of preparative electrophoresis and electroelution of glycoprotein fractions was carried out as described in [8 ] . Isolated hen glycophorin fractions were used for re-electrophoresis, analysis of carbohydrate compo sition and immunization of rabbits.
Introduction. Glycophorins are major integral sialoglycoproteins of red blood cell (RBC) membrane, which play an important role in the formation of carbohydrate structure of cell surface. Their charac teristic feature is a large carbohydrate moiety, con sisting about a half of the molecular mass, which is composed for a number of richly sialilated O-linked oligosaccharide chains. The structures of genes, poly peptide and carbohydrate chains of glycophorins are well studied in man and some other mammals [ Plasma membranes were isolated as we described in [5] .
Sialoglycoproteins were obtained from the mem branes by extraction with chloroform-isopropanol sys tem according to modified method of Hamagushi [6 ] . In our modification of the method isopropanol was used instead of methanol and the final proportion of watenalcohohchloroform was 1:2:4 [7] .
Electrophoretically pure glycophorin fractions we re obtained from extracted material by preparative electrophoresis in polyacrylamide gel. The procedure of preparative electrophoresis and electroelution of glycoprotein fractions was carried out as described in [8 ] . Isolated hen glycophorin fractions were used for re-electrophoresis, analysis of carbohydrate compo sition and immunization of rabbits.
Analytical electrophoresis was carried out in polyacrylamide slab gels in the buffer system of Laemmli [9] Anti-rabbit IgG antibodies were obtained by immunization of hens with rabbit IgG, purification of antibodies by affinity chromatography, followed by labelling with HRP according to the method of Nakane et al. [12] .
Protein was determined by the method of Lowry et al. [13] or the BCA method [14] . Sialic acid was quantified according to Jourdian [15] . Monosaccha rides were determined by gas-liquid chromatography (GLC-MS) as alditol acetates [16] 
